e July 20, 1975 |

Mr. Byron Macdonald
12300 Vonn Roed

_ Apt. 5301
Largo, Fla. 33540

Dear "By":

Enclosed are photo prints of cartoon subjects "Batman" and "The
Raven", originals of which I have had, along with others .since

we all lived in New York on Christopher Street in Greenwich Village
during 1937 and 1938.

It is very important that you, Brad and Pete can remember seeing
n}' "Batman" drawings at that time, and if so, write me to that
effect.

Competent attormeys in Boston are gathering all the information

possible from me relative to the fact that I actually originated

the character "Batman" prior to its publication by otherss. (I eam

sending "The Raven" slong to jog your memory. If you recall, I

2;&1 the hero and herdime after Peter and Nancy - his girl at that
8.

During 1937 and 1938 I was trying to peddle my ideas around New York.
At that time Julian Marson gave me a lead to see somebody at Munsey
Publications in New York City. I submitted my portfolio to them,
which ineluded these two cartoon strip ideas. They kept "Batman"
and the others for study and gave m# approximately a week's work
with their studio while they discussed the drawings for possible
publication. At the end of the week they returned all the drawings
and said they could not use them and I went my way. Very shortly
thereafter I got a mural job, asgain through Julian Marson, at the
World's Fair in Long Island, and the cartoon drawings were put aside.
Some months later, "BATMAN" ceme out as a continued atory, the cha-
racter being almost identical to mine and using the name "Batman".
We all discussed it at length several time, but since I was working
at the World's Pair, all was pushed aside in favor of food and rent.

I would appreciate it if you forward the two extra copies enclosed
to Brad and Fete as we don't have thelr addresases.

I am anxious to hear from you as seon as poasible.




P. BYRON MACDONALD, ASID
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